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Feft. HAT, Mercurius Melancholi-cas ? 
\ X | what’s thé matter, man, in a 
; brown fiudy ? 

Earn. Nol affure you, it isa very black one, 
fet. Vlelay forty to one, it is about 41 ot 48. 

Earn. No Sir, there’s your miftake,icis81. but 
in truth they look fo like, that a wifer man than 
you may eafily miftake. i 
Feft. You are always like a Cuckoo finging one 
Note. 

Earn. And your Brains flill crow with the froth 
of the Bottle- Air youdrunk atthe Wedding: but 
pray oblige me with a rninutes patience, and help 
me to reconcilea few Diffenting-thoughts. 

Feft. Nay, if you be for Uniting Protefant- 
Diffenting-thoughts, there, I amfor you, a match 
quoth Scoggin, when he never meant it. 

Earn. Thisis jut like your Coufin Focx/ar, who 
calls himfelf Mercurins Bifrons, one of whofe faces 
wants Wit, and the other Honelty. 

Feft. Pray let my Kindred alone, and come to 
the point, to the point; Llong tothew my skill in 
Uniting, I can doit if it were a Rope of Sand. 

Earn. If your skill falls a grain fhorter, you’l 
find the thing impoflible. 

Feft. Impolhible! that fame Impeffible is -one of 
the fillieft fellows in the Town 5 he’s a-Tory, lam 
fure and a Mafquerader. ‘ I heatd the Rogue fo 
run down the other day at Richard’s Coffee-houfe, 
for affirming that Popery could never come into 
England, wolefs the Phanatiques let it in at the back 
door of Toleration, that he lookt like a Church 
of England-man maintaining the neceffity of the 
words As by Law now Eftablifhed,which you know 
is Tantivyifm and Toryifm in the higheft degree. 

Earn. Very tine! a manisthen to be meafured 
a true Proteftant in Proportion to his diflike of the 
Governmentas itisnow by Law eftablifbed in the 
Church,and this is plain downright Popery. Bray 

good Mr. Joyner, how willyou glew thefe two to- 
gether ? 

Fe. Ascafic as kifs my hand: Why look ye. 
your true Preteltant-Diffenter, is, a3 Mr. Smith has 
well hinted, Prot. Merc. nu. 1@. only againtt your 26 
old Non-content Gentlemen, and the Common- 
Prayer. 

Earn. And that isas rank and arrant Popery as 
the other. Icanfhew you the Popes Excommu- 
nication againftall the Bilhops in England, and all 
that fhould goto hearor fay Common-Prayers in 
Q. El izabeths days. 

Feft. Ay masry Sir, your Q. Elizabeths-Prote- 
tants were a company of very pretty fellows, they 
made thedamn’d Aad of Abjuring, to reftrain. the 
Queens godly Subjects in their due obedience 5 asif 

it were fit people thould by Laws be reftrained 








from the Liberty of Confcience and of the Subjeét, 
to Rebel upon occafion ; and were not. thefe fine 
true Proteltants think you? Come Sir I mult in- 
ftruét, you I find, pray read Mr. Weekly Difeoverer 
frript naked, and you fhall fee-how he whips your 
Queen Beffes par-boild Proteftants about the Pig» 
market witha Cat with nine Tails, for he hath jut 
fo many Queries before the Deviland the Pope en- 
terintohim. Qu. 6. faith he, Whether it be nit 
very unreafonable to brand all thafe who do not content 
themfelves with a balf-Reformation with the name of 
Schifmaticks * Lock you now Sir, you fee who are 
the true Proteftants, they who are for the thorow 
Reformation; for extirpating, Popery, i. e. Epit 
copacy, Root and Branch, according to the late 
Solemn League and Covenant. 

Earn. Worfe and Worfe! this is the very quit» 
teffence of Jefuitifm. why Sir, by the confeifion of 
Diffenters, the late Rebellion and thorow Refer- 
mation, and the murder of the King were all con- 
trived and carried on by Popifh Counfels;, and if 
you donot Jeave them this hole to creep out at, 
they will be quite undone, it isall the excufe thef 
can poffibly have to call themfelves Fools and Pup- 
pets, who danceupon Jefuitical Wires 5 for other- 
wife they mutt confefs themfelves the blackeft Vil- 
lains that ever vengeance fuffered to live. 

Fett. Bat do you think they will be fuch Fools to 
be be- Jefuited again? 

Earn. There itis that the Shoe pinches, for my 
life I cannot underttand F. Smiths Zcal in publith- 
ing, fo many Adreffes for taking away the Corpo- 
ration-AG&, and the Kings Guards, which he fays 
the Law Knows not. Sure he does either not know 
or not fear the Law himfelf. 

Feft. Oh *tisadamo’d cunning Rogue, he will 
flar youan Addrefs of the Free-holders upon thé 
Nation, when if you inquire of the matter, not 
one of thofe who were there know or heard of any 
fuch thing ( as for'example, that neat one of the 
Eleétion at Hampftead- Heath yoft under our Nofes;} 
or if fuch a thing be, their confent was never askt 
till chey hear it read, and then half a {core bawling 
Scifmaticks cry Ay, Ay, as if they had fwallowed 

Sr. S. Morland’s Trumpet 5 and this goes for the 
confent of alf the Free-holders: This makes-the 
party look great and formidable, and then comes ini 
the fting of Lives and Fortunes in the Tail, which 
looks like the fecond part tothe fame Tune of Li- 
ving and Dying with his Excellency the Earl of Effex 
in 1642. 

Earn. This I confefs, is politique; but it does 
not give me fatisfaétion as to the Corporation-Ac. 

Fe. 1 will give you fatisfaction if you be fatis- 
fiable ; look you here is part, of the Preamble of 
that Act 5 and Coke upon Littleton, Fol. 79. a. lays 





it down fora Rule to underftand the meaning of 
A&ts of Parliament by. And whereas divers other 
perfons not ordained according to the Dolirine of the 
Church of England, bave fince the Att of Oblivion ta* 
kenupon them to preach, ( and adminifter Sacraments 
too ) in unlawful Affemblies, Conventicles,or meetings 
under colour or pretence of exercife ef Religion and con- 
trary to the Laws and Statutes of this Kingdom have 
fetled themfelves in divers Corporations in England, 
Sometimes three or more of them in a place, thereby ta- 
king an opportunity to diftil the poifonous principles of 
Schifm and Rebellion into the hearts of bis Majefties 
Subjects tothe great danger of the Church and Kingdom. 
Be it therefore, &c. D’ ye fee Sir, this At is direAly 
made in favour of the Tory and Tantivy party : and 
Mr. Smith, &c. having a great quantity of true Pro- 
teftant Mercury by him, does not know how to get 
off his prohibited goods, without a licence to dittil 
the poifonous principles of Schifm and Rebellion in- 
to the hearts of his Majefties SubjeG&s5 and I dare 
{wear he means no more harm than a fuck- 
ing Devil of a yearold. Earneff. You have Tin- 
ker d very fairly, and to ftop one hole made twenty. 
All this.I knew before, but this is fo far from giving 
me fatisfaGtion that it has increafed my doubts: for 
if the Government, as it is now by Law eftablifhed, 
looks upon the principles of thefe people as poifo- 
nous and Rebellious, they render themfelves ten 
times more fufpicious in endeavouring to have 
thofe Laws abrogated, which are the Fences of the 
Government; and to me it leoks like a Thiefs en- 
deavouring to break the prifon, who thereby im- 
plies a Guilt which before was but a bare Sufpicion. 
ifthcy be guilty of fuch practices, no Laws can be 
t00 fevere againit them 5 and if they be not guilty, 
why do they complain? the Law is made for the 
difobedient. But to be fhort, pray anfwer,me thefe 
important Queres, which I will leave to your confi- 
deration, and I think they may deferve it. 

1. Whether the Fable in Efop of the Wolves perfua- 
ding the Sheep to disband their Guards, and undertaking 
to fupply their Office, together with the Event of that a- 
greement, have any Moral? . 

2. Whether an unruly Horfe that kicks and flings, 
champs the bit between his Teeth. and does all he can to 
break the curb, hath not a defign to break his Riders 
neck if he can; or however to fer him out of the Saddle? 

3. Whether promifing to afi/t any perfons wharfoever 
with life and fortune, without the exprefs confent of His 
Maiefty firft had and obtained, be not a conftructive Jevy- 
ing war again{t his Royal Authority, within the meaning of 
the Adt for (etling the whole and intive power of the Militia 
in His Majefty ? And whether Smith and Harris have done 


the Free-holders of suffolk, Effex, and Middlefex Jultice, 
in Printing and Publifhing what may couch both their Free 
and Copy-hold. : 

4 Whether he whocries out, Look before you leap, or he 
whocries Di ive on Carman, ismore tender of the bone that 
is fo hard to fer? 

s. Wherher they were true Proteftante Anabaptift 
Troopers, who in defiance of all Religion, pifled in the 
Font, and fprinkled one of their Horfes, giving him the 
name of Ball-Ffau, becaufe he had a White face and was 
hairy ? whether fuch pranks do not recommend them to 
the favour of Toleration, for the Reputation they have 
done the laretchorow Reformation ; and whether ever after 
Ball-Efinwas not a.true Proreftant Andbaptilt-Horfe and 
fit tofettle in a Corporation, as well asany Horfe or A(s in 
England. 

6. Whether’ if according to Harris's Effex-Addrefs, 
Prot Dom. Int. Na. 100. the Fleet and Garrifons were fet- 
led in the hands of fuch perfons as are of known Loyalty 
and Fidelizy to the King and Kingdom, the Anabaprifts 
would nor hepc to come in for a foip with thir Munfer- 





Loyalty ? and whether it be noe abranch of Fits-Harris’s 
Plot to indeavour to perfuade the peopleghat His Majefty 
trufts fach as are not fit tobe trufted,and@ to do the buf 


fiefsof France by fetting the Englifatogether by the Ears? 

4. Whether if Smith, Harris and their Friends 

were of his Majefties Privy Council, they would 

‘leave the King ever a true Loyal Friend cither a- 
bout his perfon or in any place of truft and power 
in the three Kingdoms 2, and what his Majcfty mutt 
then trult to if the Fox were his Caterer ? 

Feft. Enough,enough, Good Mr. Earneft, knock, 
{weet Mr. Earneft. knock, as the word is in Bride- 
well: Vie compound with you for this time, and 
prefent you a {ober Pindaric Ode, which has made 
me go all on one fide it is foheavy in my Pocket. 

Earneft reads. The Retrofpection,a Pindaric Ode. 

Ab Stubborn Ife! 
So late from flavifh bondage freed, 

( of Civil Wars the preciotis meed ; ) -° 
Canjt thou fo foon forget the Toyl, 

the Cruel and Imperious Law, 
Exacting Brick, and yet denying Straw ? 

Or the fam'd Cheats of State Magicians, 
Religious Polititians ' 
. their Rods to Serpents turn’d by flight 

that hiff'd and ftung, J 
while the amazed throng 
in vain attempted to efcape by flight, 
and bow thofe gwilded Serpents Pow’r 
did even Mofes facred Rod devour. 


2 
Then every River and every Flood 
wis turned into blood, 
the Frogs of  Fealoufies and Fears 
croak°d dangers in our Ears. 
Then {warms of Lice, and guilded Flies, 
Setis, and Schifms and Herefies 
in numerous throngs came in 
and turn’d our Prayers into fin. 

A grievous Murrain followed next 
which through the Nation flew 
and Men like Beafts it flew. 

Biles and blains the State perplext, 
Rebellions rancorous fores 


Brokeand difcharg’d their long bid putrid ffoves. 
3 
A difmal plague of Iron bail, 


and leaden Rain 
with dreadful fire and thunder mingled fell, 
a fire that came from Hell. 
Religion and true Loyalty were flain 
whileft Rebels did prevail 
and Albion Look'd like Sodoms _fimoaking Plain. 
Locujt Committees next bore fray 
and what the Hail had left they frrept away 
and forrovwe darkned every beam of day. 
But ob! the Plague of Plagues was ftill behind 
the Purple firjt-born of the Throne 
( What can bis blood atone! ) 
by thofe deftroying Angels firft confin’d, 
and then with Pompous ftate 
the impudent formality 
of treacherous Difloyalty, 
Was crown’d a Martyr at bis Royal Gate. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

There will be (bortly publifhed a Parallel of Popih aad “chif- 
matical cruelties, aud what we may expelt from 4 Commonwealth 
f, Saints aéted by Popi[le Counfels and Principles, lively reprs- 
ented in plates of tbe fame mettal with Olivers Nofe and 
F, Smiths Forehead 
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Londen, Printed for B, J. 1681. 





